
  
Abstract—The concept about strategic value of spatial elements 

in the Russian military science was developed by Yazykov. His 
follower Miljutin has offered algorithm of so-called «the military and 
statistical analysis». Miljutin also taught in the Nikolaev Military 
Academy the subject «Military statistics», entirely devoted to the 
theory and practice of such analysis. Miljutin’ pupil Snesarev 
suggested to expand a quantity of the conditions considered during 
doing the military and statistical analysis, and also applied Miljutin 's 
technique to the characteristic of India as possible battlefield. The 
Russian military science offered algorithm of the strategic analysis of 
states and separate regions, and it was creation of their specific 
images. The ideas which were stated within this branch of science 
(for example, about landscapes’ influence on state military force and 
optimum military strategy), will become a basis of the western 
military geopolitics. Images of various regions of Eurasia, created by 
means of «the military and statistical analysis», were directed on 
development of concrete recommendations.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
N the Russian social and political thought of the second half 
of the 19th century the concept of “space” became the 

subject of enquiry by the brass and military science. It was 
regarded mainly as the landscape together with its natural and 
geographical features. Russian military scholars wanted to find 
out the effects made by the space in this meaning on combat 
operations, their tactics and strategies. 

By the early 30s of the 19th century the Russian Empire had 
badly missed the military theory for want of the qualified 
experts in this sphere. They were still badly needed after the 
Imperial Military Academy had been opened. In 1832 the 
General Headquarters announced the admission of the officers 
eager to teach military subjects at the opening Academy, as it 
was written in the papers of the Imperial Military Academy 
“On the admission of the teaching staff to the Military 
Academy” [1]. Especially difficult was to find the professor of 
military geography who studied the effects the space had on 
combat operations and strategies. As Academy Director 
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Sukhozanet later wrote in his report to the War Minister: 
“Before the Military Academy has been established military 
geography was very little known in Russia; even foreign works 
on this subject were rather incomplete and not enough for 
teaching… For this reason it was very hard to find the 
professor of military geography and attempts were even made 
to invite one from abroad” [2]. Nevertheless, the professor in 
question was found at the Institute of Railways where this 
subject was taught by P.A.Yazykov. In his note about the 
dismissal of P.A.Yazykov from the Academy I.O.Sukhozanet 
pointed out that: “Colonel Yazykov was the only one who 
could clear away this inconvenience: as an aide to Adjutant 
General Jomini he translated the General’s works and thus 
gained so much knowledge in the military sciences that could 
fill in the position of the head of the chair in the Military 
Geography at the Academy” [3]. In fact in1827 on His 
Majesty’s orders P.A.Yazykov was entrusted with translating 
into Russian a book by Baron Jomini titled “A Short Essay on 
the Art of War or New Analytical Revision of the Primary 
Military Strategies and Policies”. For its translation he was 
awarded R500 by the Emperor in cash. Jomini’s book had 
brought a good deal to the translator calling his attention to the 
importance of space in the art of war.  

In the Academy Professor Yazykov taught military 
geography at the Department of Theory (i.e. at the first 
course). On this subject he published “The History of the 
Theory in Military Geography” honored with the Demidov 
award by the Academy of Sciences, translated in German and 
published in Berlin in 1840. This was his first work almost 
entirely devoted to the effects geography and space had on the 
military strategy. 

Such an approach was offered by the outstanding Russian 
statesman Dmitry Alexeyevich Miljutin. 

II.  MILJUTIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE MILITARY AND 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 

In 1845 D.A.Miljutin was appointed professor of the chair 
in military geography at the Imperial Military Academy after 
P.A.Yazykov had retired. Here D.A.Miljutin came to a 
conclusion that it was necessary to establish a new science – 
military statistics. Evidently he saw the limitations of military 
geography and thought it necessary to create a new modern 
science. At his request the course in military geography was 
replaced in 1847 with military statistics. Exactly a quarter of 
the allotted time at the Academy was devoted to military 
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geography and statistics. His works include “A Critical Study 
of Military Geography and Statistics” (1846), “First 
Experiments with Military Statistics” (vol.1 – Introduction and 
the Basis of Political and Military System of the German 
Union, 1847; vol.2 – Military Statistics of the Prussian 
Kingdom, 1848) honored by the Demidov award, “Warfare of 
1939 in North Dagestan” (1850), and in 1852 – 1853 he wrote 
a study about the Italian expedition of Suvorov after which 
D.A.Miljutin was admitted  to the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, and his work was translated into French and 
German. In 1848 he presented the Emperor with his book - 
“First Experiments with Military Statistics” and was awarded 
with R400 in silver which was recorded in his service list still 
kept at RGVIA [4]. 

Some scholars name D.A.Miljutin among the founders of 
Russian geopolitics as he was the first to establish it as a 
separate science (only he called it “military statistics”). For 
instance, the modern scholar of military geography and 
geopolitics E.F.Morozov wrote: “Dmitry Miljutin founded the 
Russian school of military geography and as it were the 
Russian military school of geopolitics”. It is quite true if we 
compare a popular definition of geopolitics by the modern 
geographer D.N.Zamjatin who said that “in general geopolitics 
studies the effects geographic factors and geographic position 
have on foreign policy of states and their political development 
and also, if we follow the concept of Friedrich Ratzel, on the 
behavior of any state or political formation in space” and the 
military statistics proposed by D.A.Miljutin they have much in 
common. 

His first serious work about the effects of the space on 
military strategy was “A Critical Study of Military Geography 
and Statistics”. In his memoirs he wrote : “It was supposed to 
put forward the idea that everything written about the military 
geography, however various in its contents, have little meaning 
scientifically and, on the contrary, military statistics aimed at 
all-round study of armed forces and their means must be one 
of the special branches of general statistics… This brochure 
was noticed in the close military and academic community as 
well as in the scientific community at large” [5]. From this it 
follows that D.A.Miljutin had studied the other scholars’ 
works devoted to military geography and found them 
unsatisfactory as P.A.Yazykov once did. He arrived at the 
conclusion that most of his predecessors’ works were not 
scientific enough and thought it necessary to work out a really 
scientific theory of military geography. 

Later on he supplemented “A Critical Study…” and 
published a more important book – “First Experiments with 
Military Statistics”. 

It is interesting to note D.A.Miljutin’s review of the 
substantial work by his predecessor P.A.Yazykov “History of 
the Theory in Military Geography” (1838). D.A.Miljutin 
criticized P.A.Yazykov for his wish to turn military geography 
into “an abstract science” completely theorized. It has already 
been mentioned that according to P.A.Yazykov  it is not 
enough to study the strategic conditions of the  theater of 

operations at a given period of time because in this case every 
historical period would have its own military geography. 
Instead P.A.Yazykov offered to admit that military geography 
had some theoretical provisions which were true irrespectively 
of the period of time. In his lectures on military geography and 
statistics D.A.Miljutin wrote: “So, General Yazykov’s book 
aimed at becoming  part of the theory of strategy . But the 
study of the conditions in which geographic factors were 
interpreted at different times should rather belong to the 
Military History” [6]. As to D.A.Miljutin geography must deal 
with the description of the earth and geographic data should be 
timed in history. Therefore he thought it impossible to make a 
theoretical science only out of military geography. He noted 
that it was possible to overcome the problems connected with 
the changes in the landscape and space features on the whole 
provided the strategic analysis included both geographic and 
other aspects, therefore he avoided geographic fatalism 
admitting at the same time inseparable connection between 
space and other factors which taken together influenced 
combat operations and military strategy mostly. 

D.A.Miljutin made it a point that the study of the theater of 
combat operations should embrace a greater number of factors 
under study including all affecting somehow the warfare 
means and ways as well as its results: “… we should aim at the 
critical analysis of the theaters of war or whole countries from 
the strategic point of view rather than the collection of mere 
facts taking into consideration more factors besides landscape 
features which in every state in general affect the choice of 
means and ways of warfare. On account of this the study 
should embrace the entire state” [7]. Thus, D.A. Miljutin 
showed that military geography only was insufficient because 
it just concentrated on the description of geographic factors. 
This was a new point in the military science then. In his 
opinion various factors in matters of military strategy should 
be studied by a new science he called “military statistics”. He 
wrote that it was aimed “the study of military forces of states at 
the given period of time” [8]. By the military forces 
D.A.Miljutin meant all the means and ways available to the 
state to make war. The author underlined that military statistics 
study all aspects of the country including those geographic 
factors which have an effect on combat operations and 
strategy. Hence military geography which studies geographic 
conditions of the warfare should be regarded as part of military 
statistics. 

Further D.A.Miljutin wrote that the aim of the military 
statistical study was “to get some advantages if possible in 
case of war as regards both landscape features and other means 
of warfare”. So, this approach made it possible to solve a 
problem whether the country could dispose of resources 
enough to undertake offensive or defensive operations 
successfully against this or that state, whether she needed 
allies, etc. The military statistical study implies the evaluation 
of military forces and those conditions affecting them, their 
use, their supply, etc., as well as the evaluation of geographic 
conditions of warfare. The conclusion is that a thorough 
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military statistical study has some practical recommendations 
to improve the military forces of the country as regards both 
the specific conflict and the general condition of the armed 
forces [9].         

III. METHODOLOGY OF THE MILITARY STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 
The idea of military statistical study considering various 

factors for a qualitative evaluation of the armed forces of the 
country and the estimated result of the conflict with a specific 
adversary on a given territory was completely novel and 
unique at the time and had an enormous practical potential. 
Moreover, D.A.Miljutin took pains to work out the 
methodology of the military statistical analysis and offered a 
detailed plan of the study: 

1. Introduction. It should include the general analysis of the 
state from the military viewpoint, i.e. consideration of its main 
potential and its effect on the armed forces. 

2. The study of the land and naval forces, their condition, 
supply and preparedness  to warfare. 

3. A separate study of the strategic position of the country 
with respect to different theaters of war against this state 
taking into account various possible objectives and 
circumstances. 

At the first stage the study should provide a general review 
of the political history of the country, its development and the 
modern position in the general political system of states; the 
evaluation of correspondence between the data which 
determine the means and ways of warfare to the political 
position of the country in question. These data according to 
D.A.Miljutin included the following:  

1. The country or its territory (i.e. the land surface occupied 
by the state). It should be regarded in accordance with its 
geographic position and general topographic features: “the 
contour of borders with respect to the most of domains and 
neighboring states is very important in military matters in 
general: some state is elongated in length or dispersed , 
another is rounded and solid; one of them is entirely 
continental, the other is mostly maritime; some have to 
maintain comparatively more armed forces for their defense 
than others; one has to develop its land forces, the other – its 
navy”. Fertility of soil, climate and other natural conditions 
affect the army supply and determine its deployment in 
peacetime and so on. Of great importance are the land and sea 
ways of communication which affect the army supply, 
movement, deployment, communication, etc. D.A.Miljutin 
pointed out that the general features of various ways of 
communication and their direction should be considered from 
this viewpoint exclusively. 

As one may notice the geographic position of the state, its 
land and other features of space have priority in military 
statistical analysis. It becomes evident, firstly, because of the 
significance of geography for the military statistical analysis 
and, secondly, the durability of the factor in question. 

2. Population, its numbers, concentration, wellbeing – all 
these factors do not only determine the strength of the army 

but its qualities too and show how much the government can 
rely on popular support. Here D.A.Miljutin noted down 
especially that it was very important to study the national 
character for it determined the political situation as well as the 
form of government and the political forces of the country in 
general. In doing so it was also necessary to consider the effect 
that the national character had on the army morale and 
therefore its loyalty. It is interesting to note that considering 
the military system of the German union D.A.Miljutin pointed 
to the lack of unity among the military forces of the union 
which he explained by the fact that the member countries 
missed coordination, where every man (hence every soldier) 
identified himself with his own land rather than the union as a 
whole. He wrote that “the armed forces of the union would not 
be united unless the people of the German union combined all 
together morally”. 

3. State system, budget, government’s attitude to the people, 
foreign ties produce an enormous effect on the military system, 
warfare, military and administrative measures both in peace 
and wartime. In his lectures on military geography and 
statistics D.A.Miljutin wrote: “The fate of the Empire founded 
by Othman after it attained the peak of its strength and power 
under Suleiman II and then quickly declined may serve the 
best example how much the government of the nation can 
affect its military power and explains why it is necessary to 
study this element in the military statistical review of the state” 
[10]. 

Thus, the first stage of the study combines the analysis of all 
statistical data from the military point of view. 

At the second stage of the study one should analyze the 
military system of the state, its material, physical and moral 
conditions, strong and weak points including the auxiliary 
economic facilities required to maintain the army and make 
war. It is important to consider the strength and the type of the 
forces required against this country, advantages and limitations 
of the hostile armies are compared and the theory of warfare in 
the hostile country is analized. 

The third stage of the study comprises an enquiry into the 
strategic potential of those areas in the state where combat 
operations are very likely. Each of them should be analyzed 
separately taking into account the geographic position of the 
neighboring countries and relations with them. It is very 
important to proceed from the most plausible assumptions 
based on the actual relationships between the states. According 
to D.A.Miljutin it is not unlikely that sometimes the study of a 
particular part of the country may be of greater significance for 
some reasons from the strategic viewpoint. For instance, he 
considered Poland to be such a territory as regards Russia. 
Here one should recollect a variant of his work titled “ West 
bordering area of Russia” in which he presented his military 
statistical analysis for the evaluation of the west bordering 
region of Russia: “Since 1815 (according to Vienna accords) 
the Polish Kingdom has made an inseparable whole with the 
Russian Empire but strategically its geographic position is of 
special importance and, therefore, should be regarded as a 
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separate part of the western theater of war” [11]. 
So, geographic and space factors belonged to one group of 

data evaluated at the first stage of the military statistical study. 
It is important to note that D.A.Miljutin did not give a detailed 
description of each factor separately evidently because it had 
been already clarified in the book by P.A.Yazykov devoted 
almost entirely to this problem. 

D.A.Miljutin had done much to develop the idea suggested 
by P.A.Yazykov that the significance of the military science 
was growing in peacetime because it should be taken into 
account, for instance, when new roads, canals, major plants 
and other strategic projects, etc. were made. Also it should not 
be overlooked in foreign policy, when concluding pacts and 
treaties, establishing border lines and so on. 

 D.A.Miljutin’s works could be hardly overestimated. 
E.Morozov writes that the Miljutin school enriched the 
Russian geopolitics with: “firstly, excellent methods 
unavailable in foreign geopolitical schools. Secondly, these 
methods had been well put into practice of the Imperial 
government while the German and Anglo-Saxon schools were 
only developing”. It seems that one of D.A.Miljutin’s major 
achievements was his absolutely novel integral approach to the 
military statistical study of states. 

It was D.A.Miljutin who suggested that this study should 
include both the effect of the geographic factors (mainly 
considered in his predecessors’ works) and other features of 
the state. Thus, he managed to broaden the strategic analysis 
considerably completing it with evaluation of political, 
financial, social, historical and other factors which affected 
directly the state as a whole as well as its military strategy in 
particular. 

D.A.Miljutin created a new science with its well-defined 
aim (to give a general analysis of military forces and means 
used by the state including various factors which have an 
effect on the military forces and to study separate theaters of 
war), theoretical foundation and specific methods of study. 
With some reservations one can say that D.A.Miljutin paved 
the way for the military direction of the Russian geopolitics in 
many respects by working out the methods and stages of the 
geopolitical study.  

IV. SNESAREV AND CREATION OF GEOPOLITICAL APPROACH 
Early in the 20th century D.A.Miljutin’s studies were 

continued in the works by A.E.Snesarev who used the strategic 
analysis offered by D.A.Miljutin to study India as a likely 
theater of war in his book “North India theater: a Military and 
Geographic Description”. A.E.Snesarev presented a detailed 
description of mountain passes, roads and villages of the 
Hindu-Kush and Cashmere – the data necessary for the troops 
to advance in the Indus – Ganges plain. Then in his books 
“Brief Essay of the Pamirs”, “The Pamirs: a Military and 
Geographic description”, “East Bukhara: a Military and 
Geographic Essay” he gave a military and geographic 
description of the Pamirs and East Bukhara. As E.F.Morozov 
notes down, “it was Snesarev who had formed the Imperial 

policy in the South ever since, and his recommendations were 
highly valued by the War Ministry and General Headquarters”. 

In 1924 he wrote a book “Introduction into the Military 
Geography” which was in many respects a continuation of 
Miljutin’s “First Experiments with Military Statistics”. The 
former begins with a description of enormous significance  
geography has in military matters in general and matters of 
strategy in particular: “If … we raised to the level of great 
commanders, the Commander-in-Chief in fact, it would not be 
very hard to see how closely and attentively they study 
geographic factors, how very much dependent become every 
move, operational idea and even a fleeting tactical whim of 
theirs on the powerful means of geography that sets it in and 
rounds up in the end” [12]. In this book A.E.Snesarev 
following P.A.Yazykov and D.A.Miljutin analyzed the works 
of the earlier scholars who studied the problems of military 
geography and military statistics. 

Among others he thought very highly of the works by his 
predecessors – P.A.Yazykov and D.A.Miljutin. Especially 
interesting for him was “The First Experiments with Military 
Statistics “ by D.A.Miljutin which in his opinion had done 
very much for further development of the science: “The 
concept, the amount and the contents of the military 
geography, as D.A.Miljutin regarded them, appears to be so 
fortunate and exhausting that they remain prevailing in the 
modern science”. He wrote that historic changes, new times 
and, especially, the war in 1914 – 1918 had somewhat 
modified the program and contents of the science created by 
D.A.Miljutin. For a full-scale analysis of the adversary military 
forces, according to A.E.Snesarev, military geography had to 
be deeper, and he suggested a wider range of factors to be 
taken into consideration during the military statistical study. 
For example, he offered to consider the level of trade, 
agriculture, politics,  class distinctions in the country under 
study. However, A.E.Snesarev failed to continue his work 
because he was arrested in 1930 and died in 1937. 

V. CONCLUSION 
Thus, in 19th century the Russian military were anxious to 

study the significance of the space for successful combat 
action. 

The approach we have undertaken to describe shows an 
exclusively practical comprehension of space which is limited 
by geographic characteristics. The followers of such an 
approach succeeded in a detailed analysis of the effect various 
geographic factors had on tactics and strategies of the state and 
described how this or that geographic location should be taken 
into consideration in strategic matters. They were convinced 
that evaluation of the landscape and its effect on combat 
operations and strategies should be of paramount importance 
during the military strategic study. Moreover the Russian 
military science of the 19th century offered the algorithm of a 
thorough military strategic analysis for the state as a whole or 
its separate territory. At the same time the Russian scholars 
who followed this approach were far from geographic idealism 
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and thought it necessary to consider not only the space factors 
admitting close relation between geographic and other 
characteristics of the state. The ideas suggested within this 
approach (for example, the political system of the state and its 
land may affect the military power and adequate military 
strategy) would appear later in the studies of western scholars 
and lay the foundation of the military aspect in western 
geopolitics. Another advantage of such understanding of space 
and its role reveals itself by its practical character, i.e. the 
ideas and concepts worked out within this approach aimed at 
the practical realization and definite recommendations rather 
than theory. 
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